Alloying and Refining Gold for Dental Purposes.
By Mintern J. Brown, D.D.S. Although the science of alloying and refining gold, may not be considered as exactly coming within the province of the dentist, but rather as belonging to the jeweler or goldsmith, still a knowledge of these, purposes in the course of al most every dentist's practice, will be found to be of practical value, and to one whose field of labor may lie beyond the scope of "Dental Depot" conveniences, almost if not wholly indispensable; so also with the system of reducing gold into plate, and of the manufacture of solder, they may be of little use to those who practice in large cities, procuring their plate of any required size and thickness, and solder of any degree of fineness, from the dental depots, and in return selling the scraps, clippings, filings, &c., but to those situated at a distance from the cities and dependent upon coin, or pure gold, for the material they may use, a knowledge of the system and of the appliances for carrying it into effect, are of the greatest importance. Although many substitutes for gold have been introduced, this article still holds the field against, and is superior to all competitors, for it possesses many properties which peculiarly adapt it to the purposes for which it is used in dentistry. Gold In the different works on "Dental Surgery" and "Mechanical Dentistry," are given many receipts for the manufacture of solders that are said to work well and flow smooth ly, but almost every dentist who manufactures his own solder, has a formula of his own, which, in his opinion, at least, is superior to all others. The greatest difficulty in the use of solder, generally occurs from a wrong method of soldering,
and not from any defect in the solder.
